ACCESSION   OF   FAISAL
Talib might nullify the decision reached at Cairo: the final
effort of H.M. Government to settle the future status of 'Iraq.
The action of the High Commissioner convinced the great
mass of the 'Iraqis that the British authorities would not
hesitate to use strong measures if the occasion demanded it.
This widespread conviction probably did more to ensure the
acquiescence of the masses of the population in Faisal's* candida-
ture, once it was announced, than the absence of Talib Pasha's
opposition or the existence of any definite desire among them
for a son of the Sharif of Mecca. In any case Faisal's prospects
of success immediately improved.   The Naqib withdrew his
opposition to a Hashimi, declaring that it would be best to
follow the wishes of H.M. Government.  A moderate Shanfian
party having a definite programme was formed,  with the
approval of the High Commissioner who, while aware of the
immense influence which the Sharifians could exert in creating
and enlarging public opinion for Faisal,  also realized the
necessity of controlling them and of preventing the extremists
from using Faisal for their own ends in opposition to the
Mandate. Encouragement to the Sharifians was also extended
by the vernacular press, particularly by Ash-Sharq> under the
editorship of the Secretary to the Council of State;1 by Al-Iraq
which took the most prominent part;2 by Lisan al^Arab which,
under its editor, Ibrahim Hilmi al-'Umari, was pro-Faisal and,
for the moment, pro-British;3 and by Al-Auqat al-Iraqlya of
Basra and Al-Musil of Mosul.4 The Baghdad Times, the English
newspaper owned by the Government, also published a few
pro-Faisal articles.
In the creation of sentiment on behalf of Amir Faisal and in
1 Established August soth, 1920, by Saiyid Husain al-Afnan.
2  See particularly its issues of April 2Sth, 26th, 28th, 2Qth; May 4th, 7th,
gth to isth, 2ist, 23rd; June 4th, rsth, I4th.
3 Originally published in Damascus, its editor had transferred it to Baghdad,
its first number, 401, appearing on June 23rd, 1921   It had not always given its
support to Faisal as King of 'Iraq.  Cf. issue of No% ember isth, 1920.
4 Founded in 1921 and on November I4th, 1918, respectively.  Both were
owned by the Government,
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